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25 miles west to east and 
4 to 6 miles wide north to 
south, goes from Benton 
City all the way to Finley. 

Same distance as:  

▪ Seattle to North Bend

▪ Seattle to Tacoma

▪ Seattle to Everett.

Latest 

August 10, 2023

25 miles 

Horse Heaven Hill Wind 

and Solar Project 

• 231 496 ft high turbines
• Over 60,000 acres 
• Over 100 miles of dirt roads
• 20 miles of new transmission lines
• 18 acres of lithium-ion battery storage

Largest Proposed Wind/Solar 
Project in Washington

Tri-Cities (Richland, 
Kennewick & Pasco) is 
the fourth largest 
metropolitan area in  
Washington state. 



496 ft.

496 feet



25 miles 



Aerial fire fighting experts indicate that the turbines are a 25 

mile long “no-fly zone” that will seriously hinder the ability to 
protect the property and people adjacent to the project.



HHH – US Census 
Power Data Tool 

100,000 people live 
within 6 miles 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzZhZTFhMGYtYjM5MC00MWYyLWFhOTUtNjk0YjliZThiNDg4IiwidCI6IjY3NGQxNWZlLTAzYzYtNGE2Mi1hYzlkLTZkNWNjZWViOGZiYiIsImMiOjN9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzZhZTFhMGYtYjM5MC00MWYyLWFhOTUtNjk0YjliZThiNDg4IiwidCI6IjY3NGQxNWZlLTAzYzYtNGE2Mi1hYzlkLTZkNWNjZWViOGZiYiIsImMiOjN9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzZhZTFhMGYtYjM5MC00MWYyLWFhOTUtNjk0YjliZThiNDg4IiwidCI6IjY3NGQxNWZlLTAzYzYtNGE2Mi1hYzlkLTZkNWNjZWViOGZiYiIsImMiOjN9


Fire History 
1996, 2002, 2013, 
2016,  2020, 2023



USGS 
Topographic 
Map

231 496 ft high turbines
Valley Floor is 600 feet ASL
Ridgeline is 1600 to 1800 feet ASL 



Fire Fighting Map & Guidance from Benton County Fire



June 16, 2023

Aerial Firefighting 

DC-10 dropping 
retardant on 
McBee Hill 

YouTube 
Video Link: 

https://youtube.c
om/shorts/-
WqpTVpWUOI?fe
ature=share

https://youtube.com/shorts/-WqpTVpWUOI?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/-WqpTVpWUOI?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/-WqpTVpWUOI?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/-WqpTVpWUOI?feature=share


Aerial firefighting aircraft cannot be used with 496 
ft high wind turbines in their flight path 



Legislative Proposal

Protect the aerial 
firefighting suppression 
requirements needed to 
protect people and 
property in known high 
risk locations. 



Amend existing State permitting 
procedures for the siting of 
utility scale wind turbines 



USGS Contours  
with two mile 
airspace protection  
setback 

Applicant makes demonstration and 
cognizant responsible agencies & fire 
officials approve location and height 
specifications.  



FEIS Option 1 – 231 

496-foot high turbines  

Final HHH EIS identifies “high impact areas 
with more than one  high-magnitude 
impact”. (Note: includes wildlife, cultural, 
and visual but not aerial firefighting.)  

The maps were provided to EFSEC and its 
Council members with information that 
could be used in the identification of 
specific turbines that have  multiple 
impacts and could require additional 
mitigation including the removal or 
relocation within the Micrositing  Corridor. 

Reference: Horse Heaven Hills, Final Environmental Impact Statement, October 31, 2023 Impacts of the Proposed Action , CHAPTER 2 – 
PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES, Section 2.3.2 Alternative Carried Forward for Detailed Analysis



Impact of Legislative 
Proposal 

With Aerial Fire Fighting 
Airspace Preserved

> 50 % turbines removed
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Stay Tuned! 
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