
Horse Heaven Wind Update

The Future of Tri-Cities is in 
Jeopardy



We are fighting to protect 
and save the ferruginous 
hawk, wildlife habitat, 
migration corridors, cultural 
sites, and natural skylines. 

We are in a battle to 
save the Tri-Cities & 
the Horse Heaven Hills 
from a huge wind 
turbine project. 

Ferruginous Hawk
Photography courtesy of Mr. Ivar Husa. 



Original Inhabitants
Pronghorn Antelope

Newly Transplanted 
Humans & Animals



A major decision is going to be made 
early next year.

If the Governor approves the Horse Heaven Hills 
Wind Farm and Solar Project as it is presently 

designed, up to 231–499 foot high turbines will be 

constructed on the ridgeline of the Horse Heaven 
Hills south of Benton City, Kennewick, and Finley.

The turbines will be visible from all over 
Benton County. 



Tri-Cities CARES is in a legal battle to prevent the 
Tri-Cities from being significantly Impacted by 
the Horse Heaven Hills wind turbine project 

Tri-Cities CARES 

is the only public organization intervenor 

in the EFSEC Adjudication 

Benton County & the 

Yakama Nation are also parties



25 miles west to east 
and 4 to 6 miles wide 
north to south, goes 
from Benton City all the 
way to Finley. 

Same distance as:  

▪ Seattle to North Bend

▪ Seattle to Tacoma

▪ Seattle to Everett.

Latest 

August 10, 2023

25 miles 

Horse Heaven Hill Wind 

and Solar Project 

• 231 499 ft high turbines
• Over 60,000 acres 
• Over 100 miles of dirt roads
• 20 miles of new transmission lines
• 18 acres of lithium-ion battery storage



25 miles 



25 miles 



25 miles 



Over 300,000 people will be affected 



2 to 3 

miles

2 to 5 

miles

1 to 2 

miles



HHH – US Census 
Power Data Tool 

100,000 people live 
within 6 miles 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzZhZTFhMGYtYjM5MC00MWYyLWFhOTUtNjk0YjliZThiNDg4IiwidCI6IjY3NGQxNWZlLTAzYzYtNGE2Mi1hYzlkLTZkNWNjZWViOGZiYiIsImMiOjN9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzZhZTFhMGYtYjM5MC00MWYyLWFhOTUtNjk0YjliZThiNDg4IiwidCI6IjY3NGQxNWZlLTAzYzYtNGE2Mi1hYzlkLTZkNWNjZWViOGZiYiIsImMiOjN9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzZhZTFhMGYtYjM5MC00MWYyLWFhOTUtNjk0YjliZThiNDg4IiwidCI6IjY3NGQxNWZlLTAzYzYtNGE2Mi1hYzlkLTZkNWNjZWViOGZiYiIsImMiOjN9


TC CARES HHH – US Census Power Data Tool 

About 20 times the 

population of the average 

for all the rest of the wind 

projects in Washington

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzZhZTFhMGYtYjM5MC00MWYyLWFhOTUtNjk0YjliZThiNDg4IiwidCI6IjY3NGQxNWZlLTAzYzYtNGE2Mi1hYzlkLTZkNWNjZWViOGZiYiIsImMiOjN9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzZhZTFhMGYtYjM5MC00MWYyLWFhOTUtNjk0YjliZThiNDg4IiwidCI6IjY3NGQxNWZlLTAzYzYtNGE2Mi1hYzlkLTZkNWNjZWViOGZiYiIsImMiOjN9




Key Events & Milestones 

✓Dec 6, 2022  ADLS Proposal to Rep April Connor and Rep Mark Klicker

✓Dec 19, 2022 2,000 page DEIS published -- Surprise Un-announced ASC Update

✓Feb 1, 2023  DEIS Comments submitted to EFSEC  - 2,430 public comments

✓Mar 10, 2023 TCC approved as an Intervenor in Adjudication

✓Mar 28, 2023 Kathleen Drew EFSEC Chair – denies live hearings in Tri-Cities 

✓May 9, 2023 ADLS Bill Signed by the Governor. 

✓June 12 to present  Adjudication / Testimony / Virtual Hearings /Cross Examination

➢September 2023? Adjudication Over? 

➢November 2023? FEIS Released? 

➢January 2024? EFSEC Recommendation? / Governor’s Decision ?

➢February 2024? Lawsuits filed to go the Washington Supreme Court



Photo courtesy of Elliott Aholo.



• December 6, 2022 - TCC Proposal to Rep. 
April Connors & Rep. Mark Klicker

• January 6, 2023 – House Bill 1173 Pre-
filed for introduction

• February 16, 2023 - Hearing in the House 
Environmental & Energy Committee. 

• February 27, 2023 - House passed HB 
1173 on a vote of 94 to 1.

• March 17, 2023 – Hearing in the Senate 
Committee on Environment, Energy & 
Technology

• April 8, 2023 - Senate passed SHB 1173 
on a vote of 84 to 1.

• May 9, 2023 – Signed into Law by 
Governor Inslee.

ADLS SHB 1173  

Safe Skies Can Be Dark Skies 



The ALJ’s Hurdle – TCC’s Ability to Speak for the Community at Large

In Judge Torem’s Preliminary Hearing Order # 2 Order states:
 “Any party wishing to present witness(es) on “Local Concerns, Attitudes and Opinions” should justify the witness’ 
significance as a representative of the local area and ability to speak for the community-at-large and understand they 
will be subject to cross-examination.  This category is not public comment that will be heard per RCW 80.50.090(4).”

• Tri-City Herald article on HHH Wind Turbine Project January 17, 2023 

• Tri-City Herald article on Wind Turbines – ADLS Bill March 15, 2023 

• Tri-City Herald article on Gov Inslee signing the ADLS Bill May 10, 2023 

• Tri-City Herald Editorial Board Opinion May 17, 2023 

• Visit Tri-Cities Washington letter

• Richland City Council Resolution No. 2023-76 

• Tri-City Regional Chamber of Commerce letter

• Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society Letter

• Tri-City Board of Realtors Letter 

• Regional Caucus State Legislators Letter to EFSEC June 12, 2023

What We 
Achieved & 

Submitted as 
Testimony 

On June 12, 2023





Is this the future? 



Visual and property appraisal experts 
warn of 10 to 30 percent reductions in 

property values. 
This will threaten the future growth and 

development of the entire region.

$ 700K to $1 Million Properties – Thousands of homes and businesses 

in numerous residential communities. 



Badger Mountain 
Estates

Ownership Plots



Property Value & Real Estate Impacts 

The following pages show 
what the project will look 

like from key 
representative viewpoints 

in the Tri-Cities.



























Bottom Line:  20 to 30 % Real Estate Impacts 

• Comes down to location. 

• People pay more for scenery – they avoid views of wind turbines, 
powerlines, substations, and other types of energy industrial 
facilities. 

• Real estate agents will advise sellers to automatically lower their 
asking price by 30 percent. 

• Properties in close proximity may not sell at all. 

• Distance to turbines is not the only factor. Neighboring places 
where wind farms will be visible will be affected. 

• The number of households affected by the visual impacts is much, 
much larger than just homes in close proximity. 

• It will impact all of the Tri-Cities for decades to come. 



Dust, traffic, water issues, recreation impacts



Aerial fire fighting experts indicate 
that the turbines are a 25 mile long 
“no-fly zone” that will seriously hinder 
the ability to protect the property and 
people adjacent to the project.



Aerial firefighters cannot be used with 499 ft high 
wind turbines in their flight path 



Fire Fighting Map & Guidance from Benton County Fire









Horse Heaven Hills Project -- 3 locations – 18 acres of lithium-ion battery storage facilities.

BESS are capable of storing energy to supply electrical 
energy at a later time. 

• But they discharge completely in four hours and then 
need to be recharged.  

• There are serious hazards associated with lithium-ion 
battery storage systems. 

• One of the main risks is thermal runaway, a condition 
where a battery creates more heat than it can 
effectively dissipate. It is extremely difficult to put 
these fires out. 

• This can result in a battery fire or explosion.  The 
gases released are highly toxic and carcinogenic, and 
even require evacuation of nearby populations.

• When we asked Scout how they would fight fires, 
they said, “they will just let them burn”. 



Can We Preserve The Natural View We Have Today? 
What Will Tri-Cities Look Like?  

Will EFSEC even consider reasonable alternatives? 

• This siting and decision process is ignoring and minimizing 
critical elements of science and economics.

• It does not contain any other reasonable alternatives. 

• The Tri-Cities is going to be significantly & irreparably 
harmed by the unacceptable visual impacts.

• The highly visible turbines need to be pushed back further 
away from the Horse Heaven Hills ridgeline – the 
dominant and highly prized feature in the landscape.



Scout Proposal 

• 231 499 ft high turbines
• Over 60,000 acres 
• Over 100 miles of dirt roads
• 20 miles of new transmission lines
• 18 acres of lithium-ion battery storage



TCC Visual Expert  
Alternative Proposal

Out of Sight = Out of Mind 

Out-of-site = Out of Mind Proposal  
• 61 499 ft high turbines - 170 turbines 

removed 
• About 10,000 acres 
• About 20 miles of dirt roads
• 18 acres of lithium-ion battery storage



Will EFSEC even consider a 

reasonable alternative? 

TCC’s Out-of-site = Out of Mind Proposal  
• 61 499 ft high turbines - 170 turbines 

removed 
• Protects wildlife, cultural, visual, 

property values, dust and more. 



What can you do to help 

stop this project? 

Get mad, get informed, get engaged. 

Let your elected officials and the 
Governor know how you feel.

Help us fight to protect the Tri-Cities.
Work with us. 



The Future of Tri-Cities Is In Our Hands

Can We Succeed? 

We Need Your Help 

Donations directly support the litigation to 
protect the Tri-Cities from the impacts of 

the Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm Project

www.TriCitiesCARES.org

https://www.tricitiescares.org/
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